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Visit of the Pilgrim Virgin
is “moment of grace”
for the Church in Portugal

O

ne year ago, on the 13th of May 2015, the Pilgrim Image of Our Lady of Fatima started a
pilgrimage throughout the Portuguese dioceses,
one of the most significant initiatives of the Centennial
of the Apparitions, which now comes to its end. Many
countries, dioceses and parish communities, all over the
world, organize visits of the Pilgrim Image of Our Lady
of Fatima. This had the particularity of being assumed by
the Portuguese Episcopal Conference, that published a
Pastoral Note on the initiative, as a means of implication
on the celebration of the Centennial of the Apparitions.
The news and testimonies that have been arriving
from the visited dioceses confirm that this great pilgrimage was a strong experience of faith and Marian devotion, and a special opportunity to diffuse and deepen
the message of Fatima. The festive environment always
accompanied the Image, demonstrating the joy and the
enthusiasm of Christians with such a distinguished visit.
This jubilant pilgrimage shows us that Our Lady continues having an unequalled capacity of attraction among
Christians. The faithful are fully aware that, in the Image, they venerate Our Lady, who is represented in it. The
various manifestations of veneration toward the Image
reveal the conscience that, through this sensible mediation, Our Lady – who is already in the glory, next to God,
but continues accompanying her children who pilgrim on
earth – somehow becomes present; they are a propitious
occasion to listen and welcome the message of Fatima;
they become a challenge to imitate her attitude and itinerary of faith.
The Portuguese contemplative religious communities, spiritually united to this pilgrimage throughout the
Portuguese dioceses, were a support with their prayer. In
fact, from May 2014 to February 2015, these same communities welcomed such a distinguished visit and took
on the commitment to pray for the good fruits of the pilgrimage of the Image to the dioceses, which now comes
to an end.
This was a true moment of grace for the Church in
Portugal.
Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas

Apparitions of the Angel
evoked in the Shrine of Fatima

T

he Shrine of Fatima evoked the Apparitions of the Angel to
the Little Shepherds in 1916, on the 21st of March, in the year
of the celebration of the centennial of this event.
This moment of evocation began in the Chapel of the Apparitions, followed by a procession heading to the Loca do Cabeço
and to the Well of Arneiro, the two places where the Angel of
Peace appeared.
The most reverend António Marto, bishop of the diocese of
Leiria-Fatima, greeted those who were present, mentioning particularly the youth who participated in this moment of celebration.
«The centennial of the Apparitions of the Angel coincides
with the extraordinary jubilee of mercy. This Angel can be the
Angel of Mercy, for he talked of mercy to the Little Shepherds»,
said the prelate.
With the prayer of the rosary, the procession headed to Aljustrel. During the prayer the refugees, the persecuted and those oppressed were not forgotten.
During the evocation of the first apparition, it was emphasized that the message left by the Angel to the Little Shepherds
was a message of peace. One of the moments of greater emotion
was the sharing of the gesture of peace by all those present.
In the Well of Arneiro, the place where the Angel appeared
for the second time in the summer of 1916, the moment in which
he talked of Mercy to the Little Shepherds was reminded.
«What are you doing? Pray, pray very much. The most holy
Hearts of Jesus and Mary have designs of mercy on you. Offer
prayers and sacrifices constantly to the Most High», remembers
Sister Lúcia in her Memoirs.
In Loca de Cabeço, the place of the third apparition, the
pilgrims were invited to the same attitude of prayer of the seers
of Fatima and prayed once again together the prayers that were
taught there by the Angel.
In this moment of celebration of the centennial of the Apparitions of the Angel, various groups of pilgrims were present,
including many youths. The pilgrimage toward the Valinhos was
always accompanied by the Rector of the Shrine of Fatima.
Ana Filipa Luís

The Rector recalled the Message of the Angel at the Well of Arneiro
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Shrine of Fatima offers a statue
The Shrine of Fatima
to archbishop of Aracaju
receives in 2017 the general
meeting of the Association
he Bishop of Leiria-Fatima has offered a statue of Our
T
Lady of Fatima to the Archdiocese of Aracaju, in the
of Shrine Rectors
Brazilian state of Sergipe.

Organizers of the general meeting of ARS visited Fatima

T

he Shrine of Fatima will receive the congress and general
meeting of the (French) Association of Shrine Rectors in
January 2017.
«This congress will bring together the Rectors of the
Shrines, but there will be something more to it, as it will allow for the meeting of the members of Marian associations
who develop Marian devotion and prayer in their different
places», said to Fatima Light and Peace Fr. Vincent Gallois,
the president of the Association of Shrine Rectors, who came
to Fatima with Paul Berrou, the rector of the Shrine of SainteAnne de La Palud, to prepare that meeting of 2017, precisely
in the beginning of the commemorative year of the Centennial of the Apparitions of Our Lady in Cova da Iria.
This meeting, entitled «In the heart of her time, Mary and
the Church, sign of hope», taken from the verse of the Apocalypse: ”A great sign appeared in heaven, a woman”, will
bring together around one hundred participants, representing
various Marian Shrines.
«Our goal is to reflect and pray about this theme. In our
association, besides the congress, we develop a spiritual path.
We come to the Shrine to know it and experience its own
path», added Fr. Vicent Gallois.
«For us it is particularly significant to be able to talk about
and show Fatima, taking the participants to make an experience of a pilgrim who comes here», said the rector of the
Shrine, Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas.
On the other hand, «it is an opportunity to receive those
who are responsible for the shrines, who often are also organizers of pilgrimages to Fatima», observes the responsible for
the Shrine of Cova da Iria.
The choice of the Shrine of Fatima was confirmed in the
meeting of the Association of the French Shrines in January,
in Le Puy-en-Velay.
The Association of Shrine Rectors is a french association
that integrates «all French Catholic Shrines» and «some»
from Belgium, Switzerland, Portugal and Lebanon.
The meeting in Le Puy-en-Velay, where there is a Marian
Shrine, was a moment of reflection on the «phenomenon of
pilgrimage and its religious and anthropologic values»
Carmo Rodeia

The meeting with Mgr. António Marto and the Archbishop of Aracaju, Mgr. José Lessa, was held in Fatima at
the House of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, with the presence of the rector of the Shrine and the parish priest of Our
Lady of Fatima of Aracaju, two relics of Blessed Francisco
and Jacinta were offered on behalf the Postulation.
“We hope that this statue carries the Message of Fatima
which is the message of a mother who visits her children
in the most painful moments of their lives and conveys to
them the face of Jesus and his mercy,” said Mgr. Antonio
Marto in a few words of welcome.
The Archdiocese of Aracaju was created on January 3,
1910, the Bull Divine disponente clementia of Pope Pius
X, following the dismemberment of the Archdiocese of
São Salvador da Bahia.
Divided into four vicariates, which administer 89 parishes, mostly dedicated to Our Lady of Fatima, this archdiocese expresses “a great devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.”
“Last year, when the Pilgrim Statue was in Brazil, we
had the chance to receive her and it was a great feast that
involved even the administrative, political and judicial
local entities “ said the Archbishop underlining that “her
presence helped to renew hearts, to restore families in
quarrel and promoted the reconciliation “, stressed Mgr.
José Lessa who is the Archbishop of Aracaju since August
1998.
The rector of the Shrine, Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas, said it is
“a pleasure” to receive Brazilian pilgrims, and stressed the
“unity in this faith and devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.”
Additionally, he added “Brazil is, at this time, the country
that has more devotees of Our Lady of Fatima.”
The parish community of Our Lady of Fatima of Aracaju has scheduled a pilgrimage to Cova da Iria Shrine this
year in November, and also to France and Italy.
During the meeting, the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima also
made an appeal to the Diocesan of Aracaju to pray “for the
canonization of the shepherds”.
Carmo Rodeia

Fatima Parish of Aracaju realizes a pilgrimage to the Shrine in
November
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Fiji Islands hosted congress on the Message of Fatima

Fiji Islands received first Congress on the Message of Fatima

T

he World Apostolate of Fatima hosted its first congress on
the message of Fatima for the Oceania region, in the archdiocese of Suva, in Fiji Islands, from the 26th to 29th November
2015. The four days program revolved around the theme: “The
New Evangelization of Oceania and the urgency of living and
promoting the Message of Fatima”. The event brought together
hundreds of people devoted to Our Lady, from Fiji Islands and
from some neighbouring countries such as Australia, Samoa, Salomon and American Samoa islands and others representatives
from more distant places, such as the Philippines, USA, Portugal
and Puerto Rico.

Congress gathered hundreds of persons from different countries
The opening and closure of this congress were marked by a
beautiful procession of the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, carried
by young people dressed in traditional customs of the country.
The procession went through the main streets of the capital city
and was followed by a multitude who, in prayer and singing to
the Virgin Mary, walked towards the cathedral where Mass was
celebrated.
Several speakers, including the Archbishop of Suva, Mons.
Peter Chong and the international president of the World Apostolate of Fatima, Prof. Américo Ortiz, have shared their reflections during the congress. Both have emphasized the need to
establish a correct Marian devotion in the Pacific region so that
it may truly be at the service of evangelization.
The presence and the testimony of Ana Reis and Nuno Praz-

eres, from the Secretariat in Fatima, and the greeting messages
sent by the Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, the Rector of the Shrine of
Fatima, among others, have contributed to shorten the distances
between Fiji Islands and Fatima. At the same time, it has allowed the participants to know better the atmosphere of faith
and prayer that Fatima offers.
Among the various conclusions drawn from the works of the
congress, it can be highlighted the need for reading and interpreting the message of Fatima always taking into account the
particular context of a region. In the case of Oceania, it means
to bring the message of Fatima to people living in isolated and
scattered islands in the Pacific, often subject to poverty, violence
and destruction of their ancestral values. Our Lady’s calls for
prayer, reparation and peace are therefore of extreme relevance
in this context.
The meeting has also served to mobilize everyone for the celebrations of the Centennial of the Apparitions of Fatima, encouraging them to organize activities in their own countries to mark
this ephemerid.
The World Apostolate of Fatima is an international association of the Church whose mission is to live and spread the Message of Our Lady of Fatima throughout the world. For further
information: www.worldfatima.com
Nuno Prazeres
World Apostolate of Fatima

At the opening, statue of Our Lady carried on shoulders by
young men
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International Meeting of Fatima
gathered 1500 young people

Spiritual activities combined with sport and ludic activities

Young people of Opus Dei in the annual youth meeting during Holy
Week

T

he International Meeting of Fatima – MIF – is a youth
meeting that takes place during the Holy Week and
carries out a variety of sporting and cultural activities in
Fatima.
This meeting is attended by young people aged between
14-16 from 65 youth associations, mainly from Spain
and Portugal but also from another European and African
countries. This year around 1500 young people gathered,
guided by tutors.
During this week, the group engaged in multiple activities such as: football, futsal, basketball, cinema, and quiz
games on Europe and Literature. These youngsters visited
elderly care homes and the John Paul II Support Centre for

John Paul II Centre,one of the places visited by the group

the disabled to provide them entertainment and to share
the experience of human suffering.
The main purpose of the MIF is to offer a structure that
allows young people to live the Holy Week with enthusiasm, in close proximity to Our Lady of Fatima and to take
part in religious celebrations, with particular emphasis on
the Easter Triduum celebrations, the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper, Lord’s Passion, and Easter Vigil. Besides these
activities, there is also time for relaxation and amusement,
so much needed in young people of these ages, when on
vacations.
They also visited all the places related to the apparitions of Our Lady and the Angel of Portugal. Many of
these young men, and mainly the coordinators have a deep
knowledge of all the events that happened in Cova da Iria.
To live the Holy Week so close to Our Lady and to have
the privilege of many moments of prayer in the Chapel of
Apparitions is definitely an unforgettable conversion experience for these youngsters.
Josemaría García Castro
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Pilgrims of the Apostulado de la Oración de Toledo
made the 25th pilgrimage to Fatima

A

bout a thousand pilgrims of the Apostolado de la Oración
de Toledo – more than 500 youth, fifty priests and about
one hundred families, mostly young – participated in the 25th
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Fatima.
Being a jubilee pilgrimage, the group offered an ostensorium
that was used during a vigil organized on Sunday night, in the
Chapel of the Apparitions.
Composed by different elements, who come every year to
the Shrine of Cova da Iria on the Carnival season, the group is
headed by Fr. Francisco Martin Carretero, who has always been
connected to this initiative.
«It was here that many of us awakened to faith», said the
priest who comes since the beginning, even before entering to
the seminary, «like others, who through this visit discovered
their vocation».
The pilgrimage to Fatima began 25 years ago, in the small city
of Talavera de la Reina, in the diocese of Toledo. In the beginnings, three buses were enough; «today they are more than 100»,
refers the priest saying that nothing stops this desire to come to
Fatima, «not even the rain that we always get at the entrance».
«We converted ourselves into a national pilgrimage, from all
the autonomous Spanish communities», he says, highlighting
that everyone – «young and less young» - wants «to have this
encounter with the tender look of the mother».
«That is the great miracle of Fatima: people who come with
little faith; who come with friends and arrive here and then want
to come back because of Our Lady», he confirms, highlighting
that this place is «appropriate for discernment».
But this, unlike others, «is not any kind of pilgrimage» and,
therefore, preparation «is fundamental».
«We did not come only for the walking; the spiritual experience is individual but it is also lived in group and therefore we
begin preparation very early even because everyear we feel that
more people come and people who had never done this kind of
spiritual “walk”», he adds.
«We generally begin in November with letters directed to parishes, to monasteries and convents, asking them to pray for the
success of the pilgrimage. Thereafter, we make videos and news

T

Spanish group offered a ostensorium to the Shrine of Fatima
on the pilgrimage so that people can know well what we are going to do», he reminds.
«Many people join and that’s why the pilgrimage increases
the number each time and, mainly, a significant number of youth
who live the Marian spirituality in an intense way. When they
reach the Chapel of the Apparitions, there is something that
touches them, that’s what they tell us», he still refers.
After arriving in Fatima, the days are spent in activities oriented to the Message of Fatima: prayer vigils, Eucharistic celebration, reflection and sharing; «it is all programmed in detail
and it is very intense», refers Fr. Francisco Carretero.
«As this year we are celebrating the centennial of the Apparitions of the Angel, this pilgrimage earned a new sense for us»,
he says; «we are invited to reinforce this fundamental attitude of
repentance and humbleness», to be «available for whatever God
has reserved for each one of us».
He concludes that «we have to do what Our Lady taught the
little shepherds and we came here to say yes to that confidence,
which shows itself not by touching or kissing a stone, an image,
but by allowing us to be touched by the Immaculate Heart of Our
Lady and doing as she did».
Carmo Rodeia

VI Pilgrimage of the Devotees of Our Lady of Fatima
to the Shrine of Fatima

he diocese of Getafe, Spain, carried out the annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Fatima from the 3rd to 6th March.
This year, the group consisted of 130 pilgrims and many
of them were already frequent participants of this pilgrimage. Three priests and one religious sister also attended the
pilgrimage.
«We started our pilgrimage with great joy and enthusiasm
for the opportunity to see once again our beloved mother, Our
Lady of Fatima,» said António Bustos, member of the group.
Many religious ceremonies took place during the pilgrimage, such as the prayer of the Holy Rosary, as Our Lady requested, the daily celebration of Holy Mass in the Chapel of
Apparitions, one hour of adoration and the Stations of the
Cross. The priests who went on the pilgrimage confessed the
pilgrims along the way.
On Saturday afternoon, after the Hour of Adoration, the
group walked through the Holy Door of Mercy of the Shrine
of Fatima, to receive the Jubilee of the Holy Year of Mercy.

By the end of the pilgrimage, the Spanish pilgrim mentioned that everyone «was full of love of the Holy Virgin and
that they were blessed by a great spiritual grace. Everyone
said that they would be happy to come back to Fatima next
year, God willing, and with an even stronger reason, since we
celebrate the Centennial of the Apparitions of Fatima.
Antonio Huerta Bustos

Group of 130 pilgrims at the pilgrimage from the 3rd to 6th March
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Relics of the Little Shepherds in Rome

T

he Movement of the Message of
Fatima in Italy promoted the celebration of the day of the Little Shepherds, on the 20th of February, with a
triduum of prayer and catechises in the
Basilica of Sant’Antonio al Laterano,
in Rome.
In the Holy Year of Mercy, the Centennial of the Apparitions of the Angel
to the Little Shepherds of Fatima is
also celebrated. For a greater experience of this occasion, the Basilica of
Sant’Antonio al Laterano offered to
the faithful a celebrative triduum with
a vast program.
On the 18th of February, the images
of Our Lady of Fatima and of Blessed
Francisco and Jacinta Marto were received, accompanied by their relics. In
this same day, there was a catechesis
on Francisco Marto, in which the life
and teachings of the young seer – who,
albeit his short life, dedicated himself
to adoration – was explored. During
the evening Mass, all those who wished
had opportunity to kiss the relics of the
Little Shepherds.
A catechesis on Jacinta, another

Basilica of Sant’Antonio al Laterano celebrates the day of the Little Shepherds

one of the protagonists of this event,
marked the 19th of May. On this day
there was also the opportunity to kiss
the relics of the Little Shepherds.
On the 20th, the liturgical feast of the
Little Shepherds, the catechesis offered
to the faithful was entitled: “Called to

Holiness”. The evening Mass was presided by bishop Lorenzo Leuzzi, auxiliary bishop of Rome. At the end of the
celebration, a prayer was addressed to
the Blessed, followed by the farewell
and the departure of the relics.
Sandra Dantas

Our Lady is “the example of faith” able to transform our lives

April pilgrimage with the presence of five groups of pilgrims

T

he Rector of the Shrine of Fatima, Fr.
Carlos Cabecinhas said in his homily at the mass of the monthly pilgrimage of April at the Shrine, celebrated
in the Basilica of the Most Holy Trinity, that “only faith can open our eyes to
this new reality, able to transform our
lives”, which is the experience of Risen
Christ.
And Our Lady “is an example of this
faith and of the acceptance of the living
Jesus Christ” because She “conceived

the Son believing” and “by believing,
waited for resurrection” he continued. In
that sense, our eyes perceive Her as the
“example of faith in the resurrection of
Christ,” said the Rector.
After welcoming the pilgrims who
were present, in different languages,
the Rector of the Shrine of Fatima,
based on the Gospel, which, in this
Easter season, focuses on the resurrection of Jesus, underlined the importance of the “encounter with the Risen

Christ” by referring that it is this experience “that makes us Christians.
And Mary is also here a model for us”.
“Today, we can’t see Jesus as those who
lived with Him during his life in Palestine did. The presence of the Risen Lord
is invisible to the eye, but faith perceives
the signs of his presence” said the Rector
identifying the different ways in which
He can be present: in the word, in the
Eucharist and in what happens around
us. And he issued a challenge: “those
who find the Risen Christ cannot but announce Him.”
The Rector of the Shrine also highlighted that this “announcement turns
Fatima into a worldwide spread ecclesial
event”.
Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas ended by asking Our Lady to “help us to experience
the expansive joy that comes from the
presence of the living Christ in our lives,
to become announcers, like the Shepherds”.
Five groups were announced: one
from Portugal, one from Brazil, two
groups from France, and one group from
Czech Republic.
Ana Filipa Luís e Sandra Dantas
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Shrine of Fatima welcomes the IV National Eucharistic
Congress in June

T

he Bishops’ Conference of
Portugal (CEP), the Shrine
of Fatima and the Apostleship of
Prayer – Pope’s Worldwide
Prayer Network are promoting the IV National Eucharistic
Congress that will take place in
Fatima from the 10th until the 12th
of June.
The initiative, included in the
celebrations of the Centennial of
the Apparitions of Fatima, has
as its theme “To live the Eucharist, source of Mercy” and it’s a
unique occasion for the participants to deepen the richness of
this Jubilee Year, in their relationship with the Eucharist and
the Message of Fatima.
Among the speakers, the Congress will be attended by the Perfect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life, the
Brazilian Cardinal, João Braz de
Aviz; the President of the Pontifical Committee for International
Eucharistic Congress; the Italian
Archbishop, Piero Marini; the

Bishop of Lamego, António Couto; the Postulator of the Cause of
Canonisation of the Shepherds of
Fatima, Sister Ângela Coelho; the
teacher José Eduardo Borges de
Pinho, of the Portuguese Catholic University and the rector of
the Shrine of Our Lady of Conception of Vila Viçosa, Fr. Francisco Couto.
The agenda includes conferences as well as cultural events
and celebrations.
The Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, Manuel Clemente and the
Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, António
Marto will attend the opening
session.
The program of the Congress
starts with a celebration included
in the Annual Children’s Pilgrimage, in the Prayer Area of
the Shrine, on the 10th of June at
11am. The applications, handled
by the Shrine of Fatima can be
made through the e-mail geral@
congressoeucaristico.pt

Fátima, 10-12 junho 2016

Viver a
Eucaristia
fonte de
Misericórdia

Celebrando o Centenário
das Aparições de Fátima

Informações sobre o programa e InscrIções:
Santuário de Fátima: 249 539 600 | Apostolado da Oração: 253 689 446

site: www.congressoeucaristico.pt | mail: geral@congressoeucaristico.pt

Carmo Rodeia

Shrine of Fatima laments the death of Bishop Rubén Héctor di Monte

«A

great apostle of Fatima whose
death we lament» is gone, said
the Rector of the Shrine of Fatima to
the Press Room of the Shrine of Fatima

this Tuesday morning, April 19, a few
hours after the death of Bishop Rubén
Héctor di Monte, 84 years old, in his
native country, Argentina.
Bishop Rubén Héctor di Monte was
born on the 12th of April 1932 in Luján,
Argentina. Ordained priest on the 5th of
December 1954, he was elected titular
bishop of Giomnio and auxiliary of
Avellaneda on the 13th of June 1980 by
John Paul II. On the 26th of April 2000,
he became archbishop of MercedesLuján. He renounced his post due to his
age on the 27th of December 2007.
Bishop Rubén Héctor di Monte,
archbishop of Mercedes-Luján, was in
Fatima for the last time in May 2014,
on the occasion of one more pilgrimage to this Shrine, which was so dear
to him.
With Sister Alba Maria Martinez, he
founded the Missionary Family of Our
Lady of the Rosary of Fatima in 1986.
“We want to expand our devotion of

Our Lady of Fatima and we seek to be
very faithful to her Message. We have
a “Fatimobile” which goes across the
country – it is already the second one,
for we have already covered thousands
of kilometres – distributing a lot of informative material: posters, calendars,
flyers, pins, etc. We never charged anything for the materials; it’s all offered”,
referred Monsignor Rubén in the interview that he gave in 2004 to the Press
Room of the Shrine of Fatima.
He was the responsible for the organization of four pilgrimages of the Pilgrim Image of Fatima to Argentina and
a tireless promotor of the Message of
Fatima in his country.
The Shrine of Fatima remembers
with emotion this great apostle of Fatima for whom we are praying today,
believing that he was received in the
maternal arms of the Mother, whom he
helped so much to make known.
Sandra Dantas
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Shrine
of Fatima has
a new website

n the beginning of March, the Shrine
of Fatima launched a new website,
offering information on daily pastoral
activities, permanently updated, and information of historical and theological
relevance for a better understanding of
the message of Fatima.
In the new page, there is a countdown timer that will lead us up to the
13th of May 2017, the year in which the
Centennial of the Apparitions is truly
celebrated.
This new online site – www.fatima.
pt – allows one to better know each
place of the Shrine of Fatima, as well
as the history of the apparitions and the
life of the Little Shepherds.
The experience of the Shrine, a cultural agenda, and the celebration of the
Centennial of the Apparitions are also
highlighted in this new online space.
The novelty of this website is the improvement of the layout, with a multimedia area where one can see pictures
and videos, and have access to documentation.
The live transmission from the Chapel of the Apparitions continues to be
one of the most important elements of
this new address, which is expected to
be visited by thousands of pilgrims daily, just like the previous one.
The site is available in the 7 official
languages of the Shrine: Portuguese,
Spanish, Italian, French, German, and
Polish.
This new space on the Internet also
allows one to shop online from the official shop of the Shrine of Fatima.
Cátia Filipe
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